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of God, the divinity by which God is, is not itself God." After
some hours of this illuminating backchat, the Pope intervened
and threw out of the indictment the more absurd charges. As
for the rest, the Pope said that he would erase from the
Boethius Commentary anything which he found to be heretical.
At once St. Bernard and his followers attempted to shift their
ground, but in doing so created such a scene of confusion
among the lay spectators that it was long before order could
be restored. Then the Pope again intervened. He ordered the
indictment to be destroyed, and pronounced Gilbert's acquittal
in a judgment which must surely be a classic of unintended
humour. "The essence of God," he said, "should be pre-
dicated not in the sense of the ablative case only, but also of
the nominative." With that, Gilbert retired, made his peace
with his archdeacons, and returned to his diocese filled with
honour.
A little later John of Salisbury tried to effect a reconciliation
between his two friends, Bernard and Gilbert. What came of
it is told most neatly in Helen WaddelTs words:
Some time after the trial, comes a friendly overture from
the Saint, suggesting a little informal conference on some
points in the writings of St. Hilary, to which the Chancellor
[Gilbert] replies that if the Abbot wishes to come to a full
understanding of the subject, it would be well for him to
submit for a year or two to the ordinary processes of a liberal
education.1
The failure of this trial was thoroughly significant, for
actually a better case could be brought against Gilbert than had
been brought against Abelard. St. Bernard's own tactics had
1 Hdea Waddell.  The Wandering Scholars, p. 125.
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